
 Minutes of Meeting of  Wixford Parish Council 

Tuesday 13th November 2018 at 7.30pm 

MINUTE: 324 

Present:   Cllrs. Jon Haworth (in the Chair), Dean Morris, Colin Hales, Andrew Reekes 

& Jack Fryer. Clerk: Lynne Reekes. SDC Cllr Sue Adams; WCC Cllr Mark Cargill (who 

joined the meeting late due to another commitment). 

In attendance: 2 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies:  There  were none. 
 
2. Disclosure of Interests. Councillors are asked to declare personal interests in any items on the 

agenda.  Councillors are reminded that the Code of Conduct that takes effect from May 2018 provides 
that should they have a prejudicial interest in any matter under discussion they should withdraw from 
the room and not seek to influence a decision about the matter.  
None declared. 

 
3. Reports from District & County Council representatives 
  
            Cllr. Sue Adams’s report:  
         (i) Oversley Castle: Cllr. Adams read out the email received from the Enforcement  
             Officer Wayne Bellamy dated   9th November 2018.  It stated as follows: 

● Lighting of trees on access road does not require Planning Permission. 
● Removal of permissive footpath: the Castle owners, following legal advice, do not 

consider that condition 13 of 14/02968/Vary requires the upkeep or more importantly 
the ongoing provision of the permissive footpath. The Council’s legal department 
agreed. Therefore, no formal action can be taken to retain the permissive footpath in 
perpetuity. 

● Erection of electronic gates and fencing at entrance to access road: it was previously 
stated, through a discharge of conditions application, that the original gate to the 
property would be maintained and  no new gates fitted. A Senior Planner has 
advised that, although a technical breach of the original planning permission has 
occurred, the design and positioning of the new gates is not considered to cause any 
material planning harm to the setting of the heritage asset, character, or highway 
safety. Any planning application to retain the new gates would probably be 
supported. 

          In view of the above, the Enforcement Officer is proposing to close the case with no  
          further action, as recommended by the Senior Planning Officer. Councillors agreed  
          that this would be premature, and that the matter should be condisered further. They  
          felt strongly that the original intention had been for the footpath to be open and used  
          in perpetuity.  
  
         There are several other matters which need to be raised e.g the huge spoil heap and  
         the lighting of the new track around the base of the Castle. Cllr. Adams confirmed that  
         objections had been raised to the spoil heap by Exhall. 
         The Council will write to the Enforcement Officer. Clerk to draft for Councillors’  
         approval. Cllr Adams agreed to let him know that the case should not be closed  
         meanwhile. 

● Enforcement action is being taken re The Forge due to unauthorized works being 
carried out to a Listed Building, and part removal of an historic truss. 



 
       (ii) Gas installation on Croft Lane: the Planning application has been refused under  
              delegated powers by the officer due to the visual harm and impact on the area. It is  
              not known yet whether the applicant will appeal. 
        Note: it has now been confirmed that there will be no Appeal, and the Application has  
        been withdrawn. 
       (iii) Camper Calliing: following complaints re traffic congestion this year, tickets are  
               being sold for the Thursday of the August Bank holiday week, with no exit and  
               re-entry allowed on Friday. 
 
Cllr. Cargill’s report: 
     Cllr Cargill updated the Council on the following: 

● Health: (i) The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for which Alcester has been 
chosen. It is intended to collect data so as to assess the health needs of an area. A 
preliminary report has been issued. Work is ongoing. 
             (ii) Attendance at the Health and Scrutiny Overview Committee - much 
discussion on the future of the Horton Hospital. 

● Police:There are now 24 hour police patrols based in Alcester. However, West 
Mercia have decided to terminate the current agreement with this area which is likely 
to have severe consequences for police policy and resources. 

● Land Charges:The system at SDC has been digitised, which should speed up the 
system significantly. 

● Elizabeth House:there has been an office reorganisation aimed at maximizing 
income from the building. 

● Wellsbourne Airfield: it is hoped to compulsorily purchase the Airfield to prevent the 
land being used for housing. There are prospects of Government funding for the 
Council’s plans. 

● A46 improvements; major funding has been acheived. Alcester/Stratford stretch 
prioritised for duelling. 

● Wixford’s problems with volume and speed of traffic were discussed. It was 
confirmed that chevrons requested by Cllr. Cargill have not been installed. There is 
no news as to why Wixford was removed from the schedule for resurfacing work. It 
was agreed that: 
(i) an email will be sent to Cllr. Cargill requesting him to look at options for LED 
lighting for chicanes. Clerk to send draft to Cllr. Howarth for approval. 
(ii) Cllr. Fryer has confirmed that the existing visor can collect data. Clerk will find out 
which company installed the existing speed visor. Possibly email Cllr Brain who 
found funding for the visor. 
(iii) Cllr. Fryer to send Clerk details of Solihull contact re average speed cameras, 
so that a costing can be carried out. 
 

 4. Comments from the Public:  
           Martin Wilson, Engineer, reported on the condition of the Village Hall (VH). Sue  
           Vincent of the Village Hall Committee attended in support. He has been asked by 
the  
           Committee to report on what work would be required to make the VH safe within  
           legal requirements, and cosmetically attractive enough to produce letting revenue. 
(i) Heating: electric is inefficient; gas heaters pollute and probably do not comply with 
regulations. The most effective would be heat pumps. Cost approx. £6500-7000. 
(ii)Water: cosmetic work needed. 



(iii)Lighting: there should be emergency lighting in the event of loss of power. He is looking 
to get a second hand/discarded system which his company will donate. Fixed wiring test 
to be carried out. Will cost  a few hundred pounds. 
(iv) Structure: probably wouldn’t comply with current building codes, but the remedial work 
to stop the roof spreading is working. 
(v) Outside: more cladding would need to be self supporting. Approximate cost 
£70-100,000. 
(vi) Roof: he is to check with a roofing contractor on the cost to make it wind and water 
tight. 
(vii)Asbestos content: needs to be confirmed. The relevant appendix to the 2008 report is 
missing. 
(viii)Foundations: These were only checked by visual inspection - probably would not 
comply with current building code. 
 
It was agreed that it will take at least 5 years to raise the funds required to replace the VH. 
It needs to be made safe meanwhile within statutory regulations, so as to make it useable, 
with additional cosmetic work as necessary to make it viable to produce letting revenue. 
The Parish Council (PC) will contribute to the costs of the non cosmetic work depending on 
how much is involved. It was agreed that the matter will be considered again once the 
roofing report is available. Costs for the roof will be driven by the asbestos report. The PC 
will not support the renewal of the roof, only such work as required to make it wind and 
water tight. Any funding provided by the PC will be conditional on fundraising continuing 
towards replacing the VH when  funds are in place. 
(MW and SV left the meeting at this stage). 
 
5. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th September 2018: approved as a  
           true and accurate record, and signed as such by Cllr Haworth as Chairman.  
 
6. Matters arising:  

● WCC Highways works: Cllr. Cargill confirmed that there has been no further news as 
to timing for resurfacing the road through Wixford. 

● Village speeding/traffic volume: see above under Cllr. Cargill’s report. 
● STW: pressure and supplty problems seem to have been rectified, at least for the 

time being. Cllr. Reekes had reported between meetings written confirmation has 
been received from STW that a team of evaluation technicians will review live data 
from the relevant area to ensure that any new developments have no significant 
impact on the supplies of local residents. 

● Broadband: Following his attending a meeting in Stratford Cllr Haworth is optimistic 
that Wixford may see some progress towards faster Broadband in the next 3 months 
or so. 

● Defibrillator: Clerk reported that Owen Pritchard (Electrician) needs access to site in 
order to check wiring available for installation. Cllr. Fryer did not receive Clerk’s 
email asking him to liaise with Owen to arrange. Clerk will forward contact details to 
Cllr. Fryer so that he can progress matters. 

 
7. Finance 
 

(i)  the following accounts were approved for payment: 
Clerk’s salary September and October: £311.34 
PAYE: £77.80  
Office expenses September and October: £17.10 



(ii)  Noted: Accounts reconciliation to 31st August 2018 (full statements circulated to 
Councillors). Confirmed: No issues. 

        Reconciliation 
         01/04/18 balance brought forward:           15663.49 
Add  SDC Precept  26/04 18 and 27/09/18           7000.00  
                                                                              ------------- 
                                   Total                                  22,663.49 
Less 31/10/18 
           expenditure to date                                      6058.49 
                                                                              ------------- 
                                                                             16,605.00 
 
31/10/18 Balance at Lloyds bank:            16,605.00 
 
            (iii) The request from VASA for a grant was discussed. It was felt that, as there is  
             currently little benefit from VASA for Wixford, no grant should be made on this  
             occasion. 
            (iv)  It was noted that, as Wixford is now exempt from External Audit, there will be  
              no notice of conclusion of audit, or certificate to display. 
 
Note: Cllr. Fryer reported that he has had initial discussions with the Clerk concerning next 
year’s Budget, and feels that funds of up to £10,000 should be used towards dealing with 
the traffic volume/speeding issues which are a priority for the village. Clerk will issue a draft 
Budget for Councillors’ approval shortly. 
 
8. Planning 

● Oversley Castle: see under Cllr. Adams’ report above. 
● Three Horseshoes: there appears to be someone living in a caravan/hut at the left 

hand side of the building looking at it from the road. 
It was agreed that there is too much signage. It was commented that the 
Noticeboard on the verge opposite the Three Horseshoes is a safety hazard as it 
obscures sight of traffic coming from Bidford.It was agreed that a letter should be 
written requesting removal of the Noticeboard. Clerk to draft for approval by Cllrs 
Haworth and Morris. 

 
9. To  deal with any correspondence 
(i) Cllr. Fryer reported that he had attended the Remembrance Day service at Exhall, when 
the names of those Wixford residents who had lost their lives in the 2 World Wars were 
read out. Ms. Judith Cooper, a great niece of one of those killed, and who had contacted 
the Council to enquire as to whether a service would be held in Wixford, attended. 
(ii) Receipt of the letter from Warwickshire County Council re the Warwickshire Minerals 
Plan Publication Consultation (2018) was noted. 
  
 
10. Any Other Business 
There was none. 
 
 
 
     Meeting declared closed at 9.25pm 

 


