
Member & Parish update 021120 
 
I started writing this letter two days ago, but such a lot has changed in the intervening period, I have 
had to re-write it. This is the third attempt. 
 
So here we go again. Following the PM's announcement of a four-week lockdown, albeit slightly 
different to last time, we will start to see significant restrictions on what we can and cannot do and 
the people we can see. I'm sure the Government hope that a month-long lockdown will bring the 
numbers down sufficiently to have some form of family get together over Christmas.  
I appreciate the political controversy that's been going on surrounding whether we should have 
entered lockdown earlier or not. My personal view is that I would have preferred to see the tiered 
system working so that areas, such as ours, were not adversely affected in comparison to those with 
significantly higher rates of infection. Lockdown is a blunt instrument. 
 
The graph shows the rolling seven-day average of cases per 100,000 population. You can see that 
Stratford remains the lowest in the County with the highest being in North Warwickshire. The 
overwhelming evidence is that the majority of infections happen in the home. Now, where the 
infections are coming from to the home is still not fully apparent. It could for example, be school 
children bringing it back, or perhaps people from the workplace. Who knows, but it is vital that 
households do not mix so that we can get a grip on the virus. 
 
In spite of the hospitality trade in Stratford district being given a big thumbs up for adhering to the 
rules for social distancing, sadly, they will now be forced to close for the intervening period, unless 
they offer a takeaway service. 
A recent report for worksheet County demonstrated that Stratford district was the hardest hit in the 
County, but that's no surprise.  
The most affected areas of the economy in Stratford District are: 

• Arts 

• Accommodation 

• Recreational services 
Stratford District was the most affected area in the County for employment with -6.7% reduction 
and a -13.1% in GVA. 
Overall Stratford saw a 15.2% reduction in all areas as opposed to an 11.7% reduction in 
Warwickshire as a whole. 
 



Covid 19 cases in Warwickshire 

 
  
 
The local hospitals are continuing to hold up well, which is welcome news, although there are more 
people being admitted to the COVID wards and increases in ICU numbers.   
 
The situation regarding the 423 SWFT Hospital Beds has seen an increase of inpatients with 13 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 and four patients in ICU.  There are 50% of SWFT hospital beds 
occupied by Non-COVID-19 patients, 3% occupied with confirmed COVID-19 patients and 24% beds 
occupied with suspected COVID-19 patients and a spare capacity of 23% beds.  
 
The cumulative deaths across Stratford District from the start of this second wave (28th August 
2020) is now seven, with five occurring in care homes and two in hospital out of a total of 162 all 
cause deaths in the district for this new second wave period. The cumulative total of deaths across 
Warwickshire for Wave 2 is now 12 from a total of 722 all cause deaths.  These new figures take the 
cumulative total of Covid-19 deaths in Stratford district to 175 and in Warwickshire to 612; over the 
same period there have been 4427 non Covid-19 related deaths in Warwickshire and 1090 non 
Covid-19 deaths in Stratford on Avon District. 
 
I read an interesting article on Test and Trace and how it is not apparently working well. In fact only 
around 47% of people were contacted over a period last week yet we tested over a million people. 
What’s happening? The problem is scale. If there were only say 100,000 people to trace then it 
would be relatively simple to do. But when you have so many people to trace, you cannot reach 
them all, especially in a given time. If we can significantly reduce the number of new infections then 
the T&T system should be back tracing the majority of contacts. It does however rely on people 
doing the right thing and self-isolating if contacted. 
 
The following link leads to a mapping service available on the government website 
 
https://coronavirus-staging.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map 
 
Finally, let’s keep doing the right thing  
Times are tough and people are tired but there are some simple things that we can continue to  do 
to protect each other:  

• Wash our hands 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus-staging.data.gov.uk%2Fdetails%2Finteractive-map&data=04%7C01%7Cmarkcargill%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C859e97b8e03e4c13de6208d87ea893bd%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637398609800736519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JShFNodJQPKkoWyUfHsFPUumaChq7eTtsOS%2BpeyCUxM%3D&reserved=0


• Cover our faces 

• Keep our distance from people not in our households/bubbles 

• Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms must self-isolate and get a test at nhs.uk/coronavirus or 
call 119 

 
My thoughts are particularly with all the affected businesses during this exceptionally difficult time 
as it has been a total nightmare for them all and we must do everything we can to support them in 
the future. The extension of the furlough scheme will go some way to helping. 
 

Local Welfare Scheme 
WCC Council Leader Izzi Seccombe has announced that the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme 
which has already provided over £500,000 of support to families through the Covid period, will 
continue to support our most vulnerable residents.  
Read more: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/1422/the-warwickshire-local-welfare-
scheme-continues-to-support-children-and-families-who-rely-on-free-school-meals 
 
Finally, I was saddened to hear of the death of David Taylor from Alcester Football Club. My 
condolences go to his family. 
 
Stay safe and take care and let’s just look after each other. 
Best wishes 
Mark 
 
 

 

 
Do the right thing, keep each other safe by wearing a face covering in enclosed 
public spaces, for example:  

• Shops 

• Supermarkets 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle%2F1422%2Fthe-warwickshire-local-welfare-scheme-continues-to-support-children-and-families-who-rely-on-free-school-meals&data=04%7C01%7Cmarkcargill%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C859e97b8e03e4c13de6208d87ea893bd%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637398609800736519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=424HKlFd3WmGvbInsolur77W%2BzoxOn3Rac5%2FRapsMDY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle%2F1422%2Fthe-warwickshire-local-welfare-scheme-continues-to-support-children-and-families-who-rely-on-free-school-meals&data=04%7C01%7Cmarkcargill%40warwickshire.gov.uk%7C859e97b8e03e4c13de6208d87ea893bd%7C88b0aa0659274bbba89389cc2713ac82%7C0%7C0%7C637398609800736519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=424HKlFd3WmGvbInsolur77W%2BzoxOn3Rac5%2FRapsMDY%3D&reserved=0


• Public transport 

• Indoor shopping centres 

People with disabilities or medical conditions can be exempt from wearing face 
coverings. For more information, visit https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-
coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions/1 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions/1
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions/1

