
Parish & member briefing note 1/8/20 
 

Hello and greetings to everybody. This has been a mixed week with the relaxation of some 

restrictions, the opening of shops and the phased opening of our leisure centres. The Alcester Greig 

leisure centre is opening this week.  

Unfortunately, we are also starting to see spikes in Covid 19 occurring across the country meaning 

that it has not gone away.  

Covid 19 

Stratford district is still doing quite well as there have been no reported cases in SWFT, our health 

trust, over the last week. However, overall, in Warwickshire there have been 7 cases giving a 

cumulative total of 2572. There is one ward in Stratford District that has had four reported cases. 

These cases are reported under pillar 2 therefore community related.  

Stratford town 

We've seen some interesting controversy with regards to the measures put in place in Stratford 

town with regards to social distancing and one my systems. It was interesting that two articles in the 

same newspaper at different times were diametrically opposite each other. This demonstrates that 

there is no single answer and no magic bullet to solve this particular issue. There has however now 

been a vote by the Stratford bid members and changes will be taking place. This is an evolution of 

the original measures put in place by County and a quite sensible process in my view.  

Out and about 

We've all now been instructed that we should wear face coverings whilst in shops and with groups of 

people. The government reacted quickly to the outbreak in the North of the country to try and stop 

a further spike occurring. Across the Europe we are starting to see second waves occurring and of 

course we are seeing people’s holidays in Spain seriously impacted. But we must not allow these 

spikes to get to the same levels as the first wave. Historically, a pandemic’s second wave can often 

be worse than the first wave. Test and trace centres have been set up in the urban areas with the 

intention of being no more than a 30-minute walk away. This obviously cannot apply to rural areas 

where you will still have to travel to any particular testing centre. (our nearest is Stratford College) 

Business as usual 

Stratford cabinet meeting was held on Monday in which we considered a number of things including, 

the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and the 

Local Industrial and Economic Strategy Action plan. These are all important documents that will feed 

into our core strategy review which will start soon, hopefully this year. This is an important piece of 

work to allow us to refocus on what we want best for our district especially considering the 

proposed merger with Warwick District Council. We are looking to work collaboratively with 

Warwick on the new core strategy. Another document that will be coming your way shortly will be 

the Site Allocations plan. This is a document we must produce, and it identifies what are called 

reserved sites. The sites are simply identified as being available for development indicating they 

could be developed, but not that they would be developed. This is an important distinction as the 

sites still need to be brought forward by the landowners. We are obliged to have identified a number 

of such sites that can be used in the event that Birmingham or Coventry request certain numbers of 



their houses to be built in our district (called cross border cooperation) if they aren't able to fill the 

demand themselves. Currently the anticipated number of houses that we would be liable for 

potentially is just over 200. The discussions are focused around the types of site, the locations and 

perhaps the option of bringing forward multiple small sites as opposed to one large one. This 

document will be out for consultation soon.  

The CIL infrastructure levy document considers which projects can be brought forward for the 

council to fund. Under CIL, if a parish or town council have a neighbourhood development plan in 

place then they get 15% of available monies produced under CIL . 5% goes to administrative and 

overhead costs. The rest goes into a pot which is used for, as the name implies, infrastructure 

projects throughout the district. In my opinion Section 106 monies often fail to provide sufficient 

money for those vital and important infrastructure projects we so desperately need. CIL gives us that 

opportunity. The current pot of money is just over 800,000 pounds.  

The corporate reporting indicators were covered in this meeting and I would appreciate your views 

on one or two of the statistics which indicates that the satisfaction with Stratford District Council 

overall has dropped slightly (from 2017-2020) 77% it is now 71%. Also, residents don't appear to 

think that SDC provides value for money and finally residents are not satisfied with the services that 

SDC provide. If you feel this to be the case, please let me know and also why in your opinion we are 

not achieving our goals.  

I am pleased to announce that following a recent procurement exercise NViron have been appointed 

as consultants for the next phase of the transformation journey. They will be working closely with 

the Council’s IT team, delivering the technical elements of the Microsoft Office 365 delivery 

programme. The first meeting for the project initiation is scheduled for Mid- August. 

Business Rate Grants – firstly an update on the number of payments we have made the current total 

is £33,541,000  to  2854 businesses, this includes 234 Discretionary grants totalling £1,339,500 which 

means the Council has around £300k left within the discretionary fund. The Council had received 

notice that all payments under this scheme must be made by 28 August, however, today it has been 

confirmed that the final reconciliation will be at the end of September 

 

Stay safe and healthy 

Best wishes 

Mark 

Alcester Division and Alcester & Rural Ward 

 



 

 

 

 

Some social media messages 
 

Wear it for Warwickshire – Face Coverings (Twitter) 

Do the right thing, keep each other safe by wearing a face covering in enclosed 
public spaces, for example:  
• Shops 
• Supermarkets 
• Public transport 
• Indoor shopping centres 
For more information, visit: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-

coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions/1 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions/1
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/information-coronavirus/face-covering-exemptions/1


 

 

Updated Shielding Guidance (Twitter and Facebook) 

The government has set out steps to relax shielding guidance. Stay up to date with 

the latest government advice at www.gov.uk  

Download Image:  

 

NHS Test and Trace (Facebook)  

If you have the following symptoms of #coronavirus then you must self-isolate:   

• high temperature or   

• new, persistent cough or   

• loss or change in sense of smell or taste   

If you have any of the above symptoms, do not wait. Testing is more accurate if 

carried out in the first 3 days of Covid19 symptoms. Book a test online at - 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/    

#TestandTrace #BestWarwickshire 

Download Video: https://warwickshiregovuk-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/paulcoxon_warwickshire_gov_uk/EVLvW4grM4VP

jH5IUSY5Nj8B7xl_u2IBScRU3UxUGanvDQ?e=m5bjts  
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